To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hardingstone 

Rural  District  Council. 


JANUARY,  1906. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1905,  with  the  usual  Tables.  In  estimating  the 
population  of  the  district  for  the  year,  I have  assumed  it  to  be  stationary — very  little  building  has 
been  carried  out,  but  on  the  other  hand  I know  of  no  cottages  having  been  closed. 

The  total  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  169,  giving  a birth-rate  of  2T5.  Though 
this  is  seven  more  births  than  in  the  previous  year,  it  is  still  very  low,  these  two  years  being  the 
lowest  during  the  last  ten  years.  The  average  number  of  births  for  the  ten  years  was  190.  with  a 
birth-rate  of  23'4  per  1,000.  The  increase  in  the  births  was  in  the  Hardingstone  sub-district  ; 
in  the  Brafield  district  there  was  one  birth  less  than  in  1904.  Of  these  births,  73  were  males  and 
96  females. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  only  14 — ten  less  than  in  the 
previous  year,  when  the  mortality  in  this  class  was  considerable.  This  gives  a ratio  per  1,000 
births  registered  of  83,  which  is  fairly  good.  The  average  for  the  ten  years  is  1 7’9  deaths  in  this 
class,  with  a ratio  per  1,000  births  registered  of  97. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  was  103,  compared  with  118  in  1904  and  94  in  the 
two  previous  years.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  13  per  1,000,  compared  with  15  in  the  previous 
year.  This  is  a fairly  good  average,  though  it  has  been  less  in  several  years.  The  average  for  the 
last  ten  years  is  113  6 deaths  with  a death-rate  of  13‘8  per  1,000.  Of  these  deaths  there  were  14 
in  persons  over  80  years  of  age,  and  last  year  there  were  16  deaths  over  this  age,  which  shows,  in 
my  opinion,  the  large  number  of  old  people  that  are  gradually  dying  off  in  the  rural  districts,  and 
relatively  they  are  not  replaced  by  younger  ones,  who  migrate  into  the  towns. 

Table  II.  shows  the  births  and  deaths  with  the  various  rates  in  the  two  sub-districts  and  in 
the  Workhouse  during  the  last  ten  years.  As  Hardingstone  and  Wootton  sub-districts  have  been 
amalgamated,  I cannot  properly  estimate  these  separately  as  in  former  years.  In  the  Hardingstone 
sub-district  there  were  11  deaths  less  than  in  1904,  whilst  in  the  Brafield  sub-district  there  were 
3 more  deaths.  In  the  Workhouse  there  were  5 deaths,  all  of  residents  in  the  district,  against  12 
in  the  previous  year:  this  is  less  than  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years,  which  stands  at  6‘3  The 
population  of  the  Workhouse  is  now  increased,  as  there  are  a certain  number  of  paupers  from  the 
Northampton  Workhouse  boarded-ont  there  ; these  can.  hardly  be  said  to  belong  to  the  district,  so 
the  totals  do  not  exactly  tally. 

Table  III.  shows  the  number  of  infectious  cases  notified  during  the  year  ; a total  of  52r 
which  compai’es  as  follows  with  previous  years : — 

1904  ...  90  cases  1901  ...  57  cases 

1903  ...  7 „ 1900  ...  30  „ 

1902  ...  47  „ 

Out  of  this  total  39  cases  were  due  to  scarlet  fever,  which  nun.  her,  though  large,  is  only  about  half 
that  of  the  previous  year,  when  71  cases  were  notified.  It  snows  a falling  off  in  the  epidemic 
which  prevailed  so  genei’ally  in  the  Borough  of  Northampton  and  in  this  district  during  1904.  As 
I pointed  out  last  year,  the  communication  between  our  district  and  the  Borough  is  so  frequent, 
that,  when  such  an  epidemic  prevails  in  the  town,  it  is  sure  to  be  brought  into  this  district,  and 
this  accounts  for  the  beginning  of  the  malady  in  most  of  our  villages.  By  removing,  whenever 
possible,  the  earliest  case  into  our  Hospital,  we  have  been  able,  I think,  to  considerably  limit  the 
spread  of  this  disease.  Most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  villages  of  Little  Houghton,  Milton,  and 
Piddington,  which  accounts  for  26  cases,  and  the  rest  were  spread  in  small  numbers  over  the  rest 
of  the  district.  The  Infectious  Hospital  has  been  open  only  for  scarlet  fever  cases  during  the  year, 
and  34  cases  from  this  district  were  treated  in  it,  whilst  four  from  other  districts  were  also 
admitted,  three  from  the  Nox-thampton  Rural  District,  which  paid  for  their  maintenance.  Thei'e 
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were  three  fatal  cases  of  scarlet  fever  during  the  year.  Two  of  these  occurred  in  children  of  one 
family  at  Brafield  ; their  parents  refused  to  allow  their  removal  to  the  Hospital,  and  as  the  cottage 
was  fairly  well  isolated  their  removal  was  not  insisted  upon.  The  other  occurred  in  a young  man 
removed  from  Delapre  to  the  Hospital  ; he  was  suffering  at  the  time  from  severe  heart  disease,  and 
this  was  really  the  cause  of  his  death,  of  course,  aggravated  by  the  attack  of  scarlet  fever. 

After  eliminating  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  there  were  only  2 cases  of  other  serious  disease 
notified  during  the  year,  which  is  a very  good  record.  These  were  both  cases  of  membranous  croup 
and  both  occurred  in  the  railway  cottages  at  Roade.  As  the  water  supply  to  these  cottages  was 
known  to  be  impure,  notice  was  served  on  the  Railway  Company,  to  whom  they  belong,  to  provide 
them  with  a better  supply,  as  the  Company  have  a very  good  and  pure  supply  at  their  station  close 
at  hand.  The  Railway  Company  objected  however,  to  this,  and  on  appealing  to  the  Council,  they 
allowed  the  appeal  on  condition  that  the  cottages  should  have  the  use  of  the  water  by  fetching 
it  from  the  station.  I think  this  an  unwise  decision,  as  cases  of  infectious  disease  are  constantly 
occurring  at  these  cottages  and  starting  an  epidemic  in  this  village.  Unfortunately,  one  of  these 
cases  proved  fatal. 

Ho  case  of  enteric  fever  or  of  small  pox  has  been  notified  during  the  year. 

By  order  of  the  Council,  chicken  pox  has  now  been  classed  amongst  the  diseases  to  be 
notified,  and  four  cases  have  thus  come  to  our  knowledge,  but  there  were  many  more  cases,  and  the 
Schools  at  Wootton  were  obliged  to  be  closed  on  account  of  the  numbers  affected  by  it.  The 
explanation  is  that  the  disease  was  so  mild  that  no  medical  man  was  called  in,  consequently,  no 
notifications  were  sent.  In  connection  with  this  subject,  I may  mention  that  a prosecution  was 
undertaken  by  the  Council  against  a householder  for  not  notifying  a case  of  scarlet  fever,  but  it 
was  not  successful,  as  the  magistrate  took  the  view  that,  since  it  had  been  notified  by  a medical 
man,  he  acted  in  such  a case  as  the  agent  of  the  householder.  In  cases,  however,  in  which  no 
notification  is  received  by  a medical  man,  I believe  a prosecution  would  be  successful  and  should  be 
undertaken,  otherwise,  any  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  could  be  hidden,  until  much 
mischief  had  been  done. 

The  Schools  of  Great  Houghton  were  also  closed  in  November  on  account  of  an  epidemic  of 
measles.  It  was  brought  into  the  village  by  a child  who  had  been  staying  at  Brackley,  where 
there  was  an  epidemic  of  this  disease,  and  it  quickly  attacked  almost  every  child  who  was  suscep- 
tible. There  was  no  fatal  case. 

Table  IV.  shows  the  causes  of  and  ages  at  death  dut’ing  the  year.  The  deaths  from 
infectious  disease  have  already  been  noted,  but  in  addition  there  was  one  death  from  epidemic 
influenza.  There  were  no  deaths  from  diarrhoea  or  enteritis,  in  fact  there  has  been  a singular 
freedom  from  this  disease  both  in  this  and  the  adjoining  district.  There  were  12  deaths  from 
tubercular  disease,  10  from  cancer,  and  9 from  various  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs.  Fourteen 
deaths  from  heart  disease,  and  8 in  children  from  premature  birth — a somewhat  large  number. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Denton  Water  Scheme  is  now  complete  and  the  supply  is  available  for  the  whole  of  the 
village-  The  Brafield  water  supply  was  tnrned  on  early  in  the  month  of  June  by  the  Cbah'man  of 
the  District  Council  in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  tlie  District  and  Parish  Councils.  The 
working  of  the  stand  pipes  is  not  quite  satisfactory,  and  some  correspondence  is  being  carried  on 
with  the  firm  that  supplied  them.  During  the  year  a fresh  supply  of  water  has  been  obtained  for 
the  cottages  at  Hunsbury  Hill,  which  were  previously  very  badly  supplied,  and  it  has  also  been 
made  available  for  the  men  working  at  the  Furnaces.  The  water  supply  at  Hardingstone  has  been 
improved  by  the  introduction  of  filter  beds,  and  this  has  rendered  the  supply  more  pure,  whilst  no 
complaints  have  been  ever  received  as  to  its  sufficiency. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  septic  tank  at  Cogenhoe  is  working  satisfactorily  and  prevents  the  pollution  of  the 
river  from  this  village,  of  which  complaint  had  previously  been  made.  The  connections  with 
private  drains  have  been  completed  at  Yardley  Hastings,  and  the  brook  this  year  has  been  in  a 
far  more  satisfactory  condition ; the  sewage  is  pumped  out  and  distributed  on  the  land,  and  the 
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scheme  seems  now  acting  well.  A septic  tank  is  about  to  be  constructed  at  Great  Houghton  from 
plans  prepared  by  Mr.  0.  Dorman,  so  that  shortly  the  sewage  of  this  village  will  also  undergo 
purification  before  reaching  the  river.  The  filter  beds  at  Roade  having  become  exhausted  and 
having  failed  lately  to  satisfactorily  purify  the  sewage,  new  ones  are  about  to  be  constructed.  The 
smell  from  the  fellmongering  business  at  Rush  Mills  has  been  less  frequently  perceptible,  though 
at  times  it  is  still  unpleasant,  and  the  new  works  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  river  that  formerly 
happened. 


VARIOUS. 

The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are  periodically  inspected,  and  a considerable  improvement  in  all 
of  them  has  taken  place  recently. 

What  few  Factories  and  Workshops  exist  in  this  district  at  e regularly  visited,  they  are  all 
clean  and  in  good  order.  The  bakehouses  are  also  clean,  only  one  complaint  has  been  made  of 
them  and  that  has  been  rectified. 

Only  one  new  cottage  has  been  built  during  the  year  and  none  have  been  closed. 


One  case  of  over-crowding  has  been  reported  at  Hackleton  and  orders  given  for  its  dis- 
continuance, also  for  the  proper  cleaning  and  repair  of  the  cottage.  Two  other  cottages  at  Roade 
have  also  been  dealt  with  for  over-crowding. 


I have  again  to  acknowledge  Mr.  Abbott’s  valuable  assistance  as  Sanitary  Inspector  during 

the  year. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Yours  faithfully, 

G.  H.  PERCIVAL,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1 


I . I 'I  < 


T 


' 


